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Synopsis

An intense look at the rules of high school attraction -- and the price that’s paid for them.It happens
every year before homecoming -- the list is posted all over school. Two girls are picked from each
grade. One is named the prettiest, one the ugliest. The girls who aren’t picked are quickly forgotten.
The girls who are become the center of attention, and each reacts differently to the experience.With
THE LIST, Siobhan Vivian deftly takes you into the lives of eight very different girls struggling with
issues of identity, self-esteem, and the judgments of their peers. Prettiest or ugliest, once you're on

the list, you'll never be the same.
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Customer Reviews

The List is a smart and provocative contemporary novel, and one that made a huge impression on
me. Featuring themes like love, friendship, sisterhood, family, and anorexia, The List is a harrowing
exploration of the judgements that teen girls face regarding their physical appearance and
popularity, as well as the social pressure for them to be pretty, skinny, and flawless in every way. In
this wonderful, thought-provoking book, Siobhan Vivian raises many important questions. And it's up
to us to find the answers. Told in alternating view points, The List takes place in Mount
Washington’s high school. A place that wouldn’t be all that different from any other American school
out there if not for one thing - its cruel annual tradition. See, every year, on the Monday preceding
the homecoming, a certain list is posted all over the school. It's pinned to every board and glued to
every locker, and it’s practically impossible to miss. Everyone knows about this tradition and

everyone is equally thrilled to find out who’ll make the list this time. On the list are the names of girls



that were chosen to be the prettiest and the ugliest of each grade. Chosen by who? Nobody knows.
For what purpose? We can only guess. The fact is, other than blindly accepting the list, and either
worshipping the girls voted the prettiest, or making the lives of the ugliest ones as miserable as
possible, no one is really interested in getting to the bottom of it. The List tells the story of eight girls
who have been "voted" the prettiest and the ugliest. We get to follow each of them for one week (the
one leading up to the homecoming party). We see how they react to seeing their name on the list,

how it affects them, how they feel about it, what they think.

After reading young adult books like The List and Some Girls Are, | am even more grateful for my
own high school experience. Here’s the thing: in high school, | was the honor student who'’s nose
was always stuck in a book. | was a nerd and proud of my nerd status. | wasn’t popular. But here is
the beautiful thing: NO ONE in my school was. My graduating class was pretty small, less than 120
students, so we basically all knew each other. I'm not saying we were all close, singing "Kumbaya"
on a daily basis or that we all talked regularly. But we all knew each other. We all had our own
group of friends, but no one in our class was considered the "popular” group. In fact, when the time
came for us seniors to fill out the forms for our superlatives, mostly everyone had crossed off the
"Most Popular" field because there was no one person who was popular. That category was not
included in our school yearbook. And I'm always proud of that fact. I'm sure some bullying
happened, but when taken in context with the bullying that went on in other schools, | think all of us
were extremely lucky. That's why books like "The List" and "Some Girls Are" are so horrifying to
me...because | can’t even fathom something like this going on in a school.Okay, now back to the
book. When | first started reading The List, | LOVED it. It was so fascinating seeing how the list of
prettiest and ugliest girls affected all of the ones on the actual list and those around them who
weren’t on the list. It was done in such an amazing way that there were no outright martyrs involved

and no outright villians. Each one of the eight girls had their own flaws.
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